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To
: 
All HHA and Theramax Therapists (Kinnser and Non-Kinnser users) 
From
: 
Theramax Therapy Services

Subj
:
Medicare Updates April 2011
Date
:
2/11/2011
Please be informed that the following changes will take effect immediately:
1. For patients who are receiving multiple therapies, the scheduler has to take note of the total combined visits with each discipline for the therapists to do re-evaluation/reassessment :
a). Between the 10th and 13th visit to justify the 14th visit. Otherwise, the patient will need to be discharged on the 13th visit. 
b). Between the 17th and 18th visit to justify the 19th visit. Otherwise, the patient will need to be discharged on or before the 19th visit.

2. Every physical therapy notes must justify medical necessity. It should show the patient progression from the treatments received.
3. Medicare surveyors are reviewing these major areas:
a. Vital signs should have pre and post measurements.
b. Pain level must be taken before and after the treatment visits.

c. Gait (level of assistance, the distance and if there is an assistive device)
d. Transfer (level of assistance)
e. Bathing and dressing
4. Physical therapy is over utilized.
5. Occupational therapy is underutilized.
6. Four or more succeeding certification periods will be subjected to Medicare surveys.
7. Medicare on Maintenance Therapy: Medicare will cover maintenance therapy visits done duly by a licensed PT or OT, which requires their highly specialized skills, knowledge and judgment in carrying out the treatment effectively.

Although these updates are not yet final, it’s better that we implement these changes to prepare us for a major breakthrough.  Hope to have you all well informed.  

Maria Rosario Diana O. Cainglet
Team Leader/Theramax Therapy Services  









